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Biometria, fenologia y razén de sexos
del Ruisefor Bastardo Ceftia cetti en
carrizales del Valle del Tajo (Espafia

central)
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Biometry, phenology and sex ratio of Cetti’'s Warbler Cettia cetti
in reedbeds of the Tagus Basin (central Spain)

Data were analysed from 228 ringing records and 66 recoveries of
Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti obtained in an area of reedbeds in
central Spain. Biometrical measurements show clear sexual
dimorphism, males being larger and heavier than females. Both
wing-length and body weight show bimodal distributions. These
data suggest that in central Spain, birds with wing-length greater
than 59 mm or body mass heavier than 14 g can be reliably sexed
as males. Similarly, birds with wing-length shorter than 57 mm or
body mass lighter that 12 g can be sexed as females. The
percentage of females increased in autumn and winter, suggesting
that females carried out dispersal movements to this reedbed area
after breeding. This is reflected in a decrease in mean population
wing-length and body mass in autumn and winter. No significant
differences were found in mean wing-length within either sex during
the annual cycle. However, mean body mass in females varied
through the year. Females were heavier in spring (during the
breeding season) and lighter in autumn (during dispersal
movements).
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Sexing juvenile Great Tits Parus major
on plumage colour

J. DOMENECH, J. C. SENAR & E. VILAMAJO

The Great TitParus majorhas been the target of many kinds of
studies. Unfortunately, as in many other passerine species, juveniles
(3J) show a duller plumage, less intensely coloured than that of
adults, which do not allows sexing of the birds; this prevents many
kinds of studies in which the sex of the birds is of importance. Given
that in cardueline finches body plumage coloration, in conjunction
with wing length, has been proved to be useful for sexing juvenile
birds (EURING age 3J), in this paper we test the usefulness of these
characters for sexing juvenile Great Tits. The data are based on 127
juvenile Great Tits (28 of them with colour data) captured in a
suburban area of Barcelona (NE Spain) from 1997 to 1999. When
using wing length, the percentage of individuals correctly classified
by discriminant analysis was 74%. Using colour data alone allowed
correct classification in 89% of cases. Stepwise discriminant analysis
including plumage colour data and wing length classified 93% of
cases correctly. The results show the presence of plumage
dichromatism in juvenile Great Tits. This supports our earlier sugges-
tion that plumage colour may be used to sex juveniles in several
species, as in cardueline finches and probably other tits (e.g. Blue Tit
Parus caeruleu$. This paper also shows the usefulness of a digital
chromameter for field measurement of colour, since it allows the user
to obtain quantitative data that can improve the percentage of
correctly sexed juveniles.
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INTRODUCTION coloured than the adults, and this pre-
vents sexing (Busse 1984, Pylet al.

Juveniles of many passerine species| 1987, Svensson 1992, Jenni & Winkler
display duller plumage, less intensely | 1994). This can be a constriction for stud-
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