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An anomaly in the number of
secondary feathers in the Reed Bunting
Ernbeviza schoeniclus

A. BERTOLERO, L. GUSTAMANTE, J. FIGUEROLA & X. RIERA

A Reed Bunting with an extra secondary in the right wing was
captured on 0 1.02.92at Canal Vell (Deltebre, Tarragona). This
extra secondary was heavily abraded and was unharmoniously
situated between the fifth and the sixth secondaries. The most
probable explanation for this feather was that it could be a "one
off", produced during juvenile development with no ensheathed tip
of the next feather generation at the base of the calamus.
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Several anomalies in the number of flightfeathers, rnainly anisorectricyly, have been
reported previously (Snow 1967, Hanrner
198 1, Sornadikarta 1984, Borras & Senar
1 985, Melville 1985, Baucells 1990).
However, descriptions of anomalies related
to the nurnber of flight-feathers of the wing
are less frequent (e.g. Stresernann 1963,
Melville 1985, Copete et al. 1992).
On February 1 st 1992 an adult (EURING code 6) rnale Reed Bunting (Emberiza
schoeniclus)was captured at the Estació BioIógica del Canal Vell in the Parc Natural del
Delta de I'Ebre (40.43N 00.41E). This individual had seven secondaries in the right
wing, whereas the left wing had the normal
nurnber of feathers for this species: 10 pp,
6 SS, 3 tert. (Ginn & Melville 1983).

There was a very worn feather between
the fifth and the sixth secondaries, which was
roughly one third shorter than the other secondaries, showing iust part of the rachis and
some barbules without barbicels. Its position
was abnorrnal, sticking out frorn the normal
level of the rest of the feathers. The calarnus
was inserted between the fifth and the sixth
secondaries in a slightly higher position than
the rest of the secondaries. All other flightfeathers of the wing were normally de
veloped.
The nurnber of greater coverts was normal (nine), the 5th being displaced to the
right, due to the presence of this anornalous
feather.
This supplementary feather could be a
"one off" produced during iuvenile develop-
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